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PE. fri edition ofthis Wide pettors 
mance was publifhed about feventeen or 
eighteen years ago, when I was in the full 
practice of furgery and midwifery ; which 
branches an impaired health obliged me to 
relingquifh: but the opportunities of ob- 
ferving the difeafes here treated at that 
period, and much fubfequent experience, 
convinces me of the neceffity of phyficians 
well: comprehending the feparate branches 
of medicine, if they with to be ufefal in 
the variety of cafes in which they may be 
confulted. 

In this edition are omitted fome reflec- 
tions on the practice of midwifery, which 
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may be more properly communicated in 
another work: but the cancerous com- 
plaints are confidered more anatomically 
and phyfiologically ; the probability or 1m- 
probability of cure in various ftages, with 
the reafons,drawn from a long and reiterated 
experience, are more exaCtly afcertained. 
If the doctrines here communicated can 
in any manner alleviate the miferies of’the 
afflicted, or induce other practitioners to 
improve the treatment of thefe difficult 
and dreadful complaints, and wreft from 
the hands of impofture the credulous 
vidims to empiricifm, it will be a great 


pleafure to the Author, 
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wis the be chihin of the milky Brea during 
Childbed. : 


Tue treatment of the breatfts during child- 
bed may be reduced to’ a few principles. 


1. The acceffion of milk being fooner in 
fome women than others, if the mother fuc-' 
kles her infant, it is neceflary to apply the 
child’s mouth to the nipple on the firft day 
after delivery, and not waif, as many inexpe- 
rienced or prejudiced practitioners have recom- . | 
mended, until the third day; for fuch conduct. 
‘has produced inflammations, impofthumes, or 
gatherings of matter, hardnefles, and confe- 
quent fcirrhus and cancer. 

B | lhe 
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un If the mother fhould not fuckle the 
child, the breafts fhould be firtt emptied, and 
the determination of a freth flow of blood to 
the breafts prevented. The firft is effected by | 
cocling and gentle evacuations, as Jac /ulpburis 
and maguefia, infufum fenne ‘and tartarum folu- 
bile, magnefia and rhubarb, manna, &c., witha 


great abftinence from all liquids, efpecially 


fuch as caudle, or any thing ftimulant. 


11. A gentle perfpiration may be likewife 
excited by volatile, faline, neutralifed reme- 


dies; /piritus Muinderert, miftura campborata, 


&c. Spiritus nitri dulcis is a proper diuretic 


cae an 


for the fame purpofe. The diet likewife fhould 
be antiphlogiftic, unlefs contra-indicated by 
fome particular circumftance; and the breafts 
may be rubbed with oleum camphoratum, folu- 
tions of camphor made with blanched almonds, 
and /piritus Mindereri, &c., three or four times — 
a day. Siete 
‘Thefe methods, if early and judicioufly ap- 
plied, will avert all ill confequences to the 
breaft during childbed. | 


The fluids being diminithed, heat and ir- 
ritability being prevented, and the blood in- 
tended for the fecretion of milk being diverted — 


- into other channels, all pain, inflammation, and 


indurations, are prevented. 
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On the Ti reatment of inflamed ,Breafts during 
pe VINE 10s 


If the foregoing methods be neglected, or a 
freedom of diet be indulged, the breafts often 
inflame, fwell, and occafion ‘exquifite pain. — 


The firft mode of curing the inflammation 
is by refolution, or diffipating the inflammation 
before any matter forms: this is beft effected 
by bleeding, according to the exigency of the 
cafe, and ftrength of the patient. 

The internal.and external remedies fhould be 
fimilar ; but in fome cafes more powerful, than 
thofe recommended in the treatment of ‘the 
breafts, when the mother does not fuckle the in- 
fant; to which may be joined emollient ang 
difcuffine fomentations, &c. | 


oe the Management of the Sane if Matter 
coliedis and forms Abjfceffes. 


If the foregoing methods fhould be ap- 
plied too late, or they fhould prove ineffectual, 
-and matter collect, much will depend on its 
being deeply or fuperficially feated: in the 
former the abfcefs will be longer in arriving to | 
{uppuration ; in the latter, a fhorter period ac- 
complifhes this defirable emd. The pains, 
therefore, which are very acute, will be of 
longer or fhorter duration; cold fhiverings 

he Ba : will 


ad 


- 


E 4] 


| will be frequently felt ; the fwelling and pain 


increafes, and rednefs will often indicate on 
what part tke abfcefs will form. 

To encourage this end, all refolvents are 
avoided ; and fuppurating poultices fhould be 


‘applied, of bread and milk and hog’s lard, or 


of farina feminum lini, with any oleaginous or 
unctuous fubftances, to foften and relax the 
fkin, to admit diftention with lefs pain, and 
_ promote fuppuration. 


As the abfcefs points outwardly, and the ae 


- face becomes thin, it is neceffary fometimes to 


make a puncture, which never occafions the 
pain of bleeding ; or it may be opened, ‘in 
timid patients, by the application of the con- 
centrated nitrous acid, or fuffered to break, 
unlefs the patient fhould be much exhaufted 


by reiterated pain, inflammation, and fymp- 
tomatic fever. 


The treatment of the wound requires fome 
fkill; for if it be fuffered to heal too foon, it 
will leave- hardnefs: to. prevent this, I have 
ufed occafionally a fmall fponge tent dipped in 
any mild unguent ; by this means the wound 
may be kept open until all the hardnefs be re- 


folved ; then the wound may be fuffered fafely 
to heal. 


If the hardnefs be left, it ie hereafter 
produce the fcirrhus or cancerous tumor, or 


6 ulcer ; 
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ulcer; but this circumftance has been little re- 
garded until the unfortunate victim, , owing to 
former neglect, labors under the cancer, a 
then it is fometimes too late for either medi- 


, cine or furgery to prove beneficial. 


The refolution of the hardnefs will likewife 
be affifted by the refolvents already mentioned, 
and mineral light alteratives given in the new- 
invented manner, fo as never to excite irrita- 


. tion in the habic; a clear explanation of which 


will be found in the fubfequent pages. 


On Indurations, cancerous Tumors, &Sc. 


The fubjecéts now; to be treated, it would 
have been thought, were exhaufted, if credit 
could be given to the numerous writers that 
have pretended to cure the cancer, or who 
have declared the diforder always incurable. 


Quacks and impoftors never hefitate to bold- 


ly: affert their certainty’ of curing thefe difor- 


_ ders; and they gain credit, however ignorant, 


by the boldnefs with which their promifes and 
falfehoods are generally expreffed. 


Surgeons in general are vehement againtt the 


fallacious promifes of impofters and empirics, 
and they have a notion that no cure can be 


effected in any cancerous complaint: they 


know, perhaps, of no method of cure, and 
conclude that what is beyond their -comprehen- 
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fion or, knowledge muft neceflarily be beyond 
the bounds of human feience. . This conclu- 
fion’ is certainly irrational in many difcafes, al- 
though in the cancer it is too frequently veri- 
fied. Difcoveries are continually making ; and 
were all mankind to reft idle and fatisficd with ~ 
the knowledge of their anceftors, no improve- 
ments could be of any utility. It'is the duty 
of medical practitioners to hear patienily every 
propofal for inyproving the art; to reafon and 
judge candidly, and make repeated trials of 
whatever may be concluded fafe. “Thefe are 
the only means of a{certaining the comparative. 
merits of different modes of treatrnent, and 
the only means by which the mind is purged 
of juvenile or radicated prejudices, or by which 
the art of phyfic can attain a greater degree of 
excellence. 

It may be obferved that furgeons are com- 
monly too read y to uie the knife, not only in 
cancerous complaints but likewife in tumors 
of the breaft, not cancerous; and’ every expe- 
rie ced practitioner Patt: or thould know, that 
the cutting out. the fcirrhus feldom, very fel. 
dom, proves. fuccefsful. Were a number of 
fuch cafes as have fallen under’ mv own obfer- 
vation made public, they would Rrike the mind: 
with herror; and banith from the ait of force 
Ty, except in very partictlarairgent ca‘es, ‘that 
cruel and unfuccefsful operation. 
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In the prefent work attempts will be made to 
render a clearer and diftincter knowledge of 
cancerous tumors than has hitherto appeared : 
the art will endeavor to wreft from impofture 
or cruelty the unfortunate victims laboring 
under thefe dreadful difeafes.. What is here 
advanced is the refult of obfervation, anatomi- 
cal inquiry, and repeated reflection. I hope 
other regular practitioners will examine the 
diforder ferioufly, and afift in improving the 
treatment of thete truly deplorable dilcafes. 


In all new attempts to remove complaints, 
ever confidered difficult or impoffible to cure, 
a great latitude for ill fuccefs fhould be al- 
lowed. ‘There are many glandular tumors ab- 
folutely incurable from their fir: appearance; 
there are others extremely doudéful of cure; 
and all are dificult and tedious. | If mankind 
expect more than the art of medicine can ac- 
complifh, which is very natural from the feel- 
ings of humanity, and an unacquaintance of 
the difficulties under which the art labors, it is 
the duty of a candid furgeon to apprize the 
friends candidly of the diftant or immediate dan- 
. ger ; to attempt much, but promile little ; and 
fociety fhould reft fatisfied with an honeft exer- 
‘tion of our abilities, directed by the regular 
_ principles of the art, wHether fuccefsful or un- 
- fuccefsful. 

The 
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The general internal mode of treating an ob- 
ftinate fcirrhus, or the induration of the breafts 
after lying in, is contained in the following 
formule : ihe o : 


Sanguis mittendus plus minufve. 
No.1. J. Infuf. fen. Zifs. 
Tart. fol. 3ij. f. hauftus, mane fequenti 
fumendus. 


No.2. J. Pulv. pro pilul. Plummer. 9j. vel 3fs. conf. 
. Damocrat. q. s. 
f, Pilule No. xx. quarum capiat unam ter de. 
_ die fuperbibendo coch. ij. mifture fequen- 
ty 
No.3. J. Antimon. tartarifat. gr. fs. vel gr.j. folve in 
julep. e camph. Zvayj. 
Deinde adde fal. nitr. vel prunel. 3]. vel 3ij. 
fiat miftura. 


-< 


An abftemious diet is neceflary. 


_ Emollient and refolvent fomentations may be 
likewife ufeful. 


Dr. James’s powder, in fmall dofes, has been 
beneficial in removing recent indurations of 
the breafts, when joined with neutralifed falts. 


* The trituration with the fulph. antim. precip. fhould be 
continued at leaft twenty-four hours; by which the powder 
becomes ftritly a mineral alterative, “and in fmall dofes never 
difturbs either ftomach or inteftines, efpecially if the calomel 
be ten times fublimed and wafhed. 
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Of the Indurations of the Breafts, which happen 
from various Caufes. — 

It would be difficult to determine many remote 
caufes of thefe tumors; fome are imagined to 
arife from a blow, others from a peculiarity in 
the con{titution; but whatever may be the ori- 
gin, the cure in general is the fame. I have 
feen inftances of {mall induration. in the breafts, 
very hard and loofe, in young people, refift 
every internal medicine adminiftered. What 
is the confequence of fuch cafes I have had 
many opportunities to fully inform myfelf, and 
am quite convinced that all operations are cruel 
or unneceffary, and frequéntly unfortunate. In 
other inftances the cure is eafily performed by 
the remedies recommended in the cure of the 
hardnefs. Surgeons in general have been often 
too rafh in cutting for the fcirrhus of the 
breafts. This conrplaint ought to be left 
quiet, if internal remedies fhould not fucceed, 
unlefs attended with exquifite pain. _ From ob- 
fervation I have reafon to conclude, that confi- 
derable mifchief has been done both by the 
knife and cauftic, agreeably to the writings of 
the moft eminent furgeons and phyficians, an- 
cient and modern. Experience proves that 
cancerous complaints of the brea{ts, womb, 
mouth, nofe, and other parts, have been fome- 
| C times 
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times cured by the following modes. It is 
candid to acknowledge, however, that failures 
have frequently attended my atcempts; in all 
which cafes the patients have been relieved in. 
certain degrees; and it is fome comfort to 
alleviate human mifery, or procraftinate evils, 
when radical cures cannot be reafonably ex- 
pected. It is more reafonable to reft fatisfied 
with known evils than to rifk life in an attempt 


to cure by a cruel and too often a fuccefslefs 


operation, which generally fhortens life. 


In the following part are contained all the 
methods ufed for thefe purpofes, with formule 
of prefcriptions, which in many cafes of recent 
cancers have fucceeded. 


Of Indurations of the Breafis, commonly called 
the feirrhus or occult Cancer, ce. 


~Thefe indurations are various in their fize, 
fituation, and effects, and are known by hard- 
nefs and inequality of fwelling: fometimes, 
but not always , the external veins are vari- 
cous; therefore the common definition given 
by authors is not accurate in the occult nor 
even ulcerous cancer. 
Thefe tumors may be divided into the indo - 
lent and malignant. | 
The. fcirrhofities make their appearance be- 
tween the age. of thirty - fix and fifty, about 
6 the 
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the time, or after the ceffation of the menfes, and 
are commonly attended with ferious confe- 
quences ; for the tumor without pain degene- 
rates into the painful or malignant, and the 
painful or malignant into the open ulcerated 
cancer. | Various anatomical and pathological 
experiments, made formerly, prove three in- 
ternal {pecies & the fcirrhus; the external are 
various. 

The firft and mildeft fpecies are varices, or 
dilatations of the minute fanguiferous veins. 


The fecond are varices of the minute veins, 
-and a diftention of the {mall lymphatic abforb- 
ing veffels of the breaft. | 

‘This fpecies is harder than the firft, and, 
being connected with the lymphatic fyftem, 


fometimes tumors appear near the axilla, which, | 
by preffing on the returning veins, produce. 


oedematous {wellings of the arm. 

The third ‘is not only a diftention of all the 
veffels, but likewife a dilatation of the cells of 
the tela cellulofa, a coagulation of coagulable 
lymph in the lymphatics, and the adipofe 
fluid in its cells. The tubduli lafiferi are im- 
pervious, and become obliterated. 

This third fpecies being complicated of all 
the former, manifefts a fony hardnefs, often 
accompanied with fharp excruciating pain: 
this has been called a true eceult cancer. 
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When this third f{pecies degenerates into an 
ulcer, often very painful, foetid, and fungous, 
it may be denominated the perfeé? cancer,’ or 
cancerous corroding «ulcer, which fometimes 
deftroys the adjacent parts, and too commonly 
proves fatal. 


In congeftions ‘or indurations, the more aé- 
rial and volatile particles of the blood fly off, 
through increafed aétion, heat, and the weak- 
nefs of the vafcular coats, and the more denfe 
parts or coagulable lymph are left behind, either 
in minute veffels or cellulous cavities of the 
tela. cellulofa: hence congeftion often fucceeds 
congeftion; accumulation, accumulation; which 
becoming in time rancid or acrid, ulcerations 
fucceed. 
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The firft fpecies, when recent, s generally 
‘curable by bleeding, antiphlogiftics, metallic 
alteratives, extreme abftinenee from fluids, and 
a proper diet. 

The fecond f{pecies is more difficult of cure, 
and requires a long perfeverance in the ufe of 
penetrating aperient metallic remedies ; to give 
an additional force to the difeafed veffels; to 
refolve the vifcid impacted matter, or change 
its quality, and prepare it for abforption, and 

thus 
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thus eradually reduce the tumor by the expul- 
fion or mutation of the caufes. ; 

The third fpecies is generally incurable; and, 
after unfuccefsfully attempting relief by fimilar 
- thodes to the preceding, there only remains 
the palliative method of managing the cancer, 
which may preferve the patient’s life many 
years. Thefe various plans of treatment fhall 
follow in order. : 


x reatment of the firft Species. 


1. In plethoric patients, bleeding is repeat- 
edly neceflary to evacuate the contents of the 
diftended veilels. . : 

1. Evacuating the veffels will not be ufeful, 
unlefs they continue in a ftate of emptinefs ; for 
which purpofe laxatives adapted to the confti- 
tution are proper; thofe of the faline kind in 
inflammatory habits; but, inthe relaxed and 
debilitated, aloctics fhould be prefcribed in 
{mall dofes, rhubarb, or manna, &c, 

Mittatur fanguis e brachio ad.3viij. vel Zxij. 
No.4. k. Infuf. fen. 3. 
Tart. folub. 31j. fyr. Gimp. q.s- m. f. hauftus, 
bis, vel ter in feptimana fumendus. 3 
Or any other accuftomed laxative inay be pre- 
feribed, 


‘The external pores are to be opened by anti- 
| monials ; to sibouwinid likewife, the fluids, and 
diflodge 
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diflodge the impacted matter, the following is 
proper : 


No.5. J. Antimon. tartarifat. gr. ij, folve in aq. pur. 
Zij. deinde adde 

Sal. nitr. Zi... capiat ptt..xx. vel xxxx. 

ter vel quater de die ex coch. ij. julep. e 


camphor, vel decoéti nitrofi. ? 
\ P ? 


Externally the camphorated oil may be ap- 
plied, or the vegeto-mineral water warm, fo- 
mentations difcuffing and emollient, with cata- 
plafms of farin. feminum lini, &c. 

To thofe who cannot bear perfpiration, 

No.6. Kk. Cal. ppt. x. vel merc. dulc. 6ies fub. lot. 


Sulph. aurat. antimon. Difs. m. accurate, de- 
inde adde conf. cynofbat. q.s. f. pilule 
No. xxx. capiat unam ter de die, fuperbi- 
bendo coch. 1ij. mifture fequentis. | 


No.7. Kk. Julep. e camph. aq. pur. 4a Ziv. 
val, mitr. 34. Mm. 

The common drink, during the whole cure, 
fhould be one drachm of fal. prunella, or nitre, 
diffolved in a quart of barley water or elder- 
flower water. 

The diet fhould be innocent, and rather ab- 
ftemious; all acids fhould be avoided during 
the adminiftration of the prefcribed remedies, 
and thefe fhould be continued many months, 
varying the prefcription, or dofes of the medi- 
cines, as circumftances occur, or no relief, 
much lefs any cure, need be expeéted. 

some 
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Some of thefe cafes, when mild, have been 
cured by the following electuary, drinking 
after each dofe a cupful of a liquid compofed 
of half an ounce of powdered nitre ina quart 
of water; to which has been added, and dif- 
folved, two or three grains of aniimon. tarta- 
rifat. : : 
No.8. &. Aithiop. min. 3), 
Conf. cynofbat. Zi. 
Pulv. camphor. 31). : 
Syr. balfam. q. s. f. electuarium, cujus capiat 
Q. N.M. ter de die. 

If the patient fhould be of a coftive habit, 
lenitive electuary may be ufed inftead of the 
-conferve-of hips; or, in pale habits, any bitter 
purging pill may be given, joined with the 
calx: antimon. illot. 


Cinnabarine preparations, Aithiop’s antimo- 
nialis, neutral falts, fal fodee, &c., according 
to circumftances, fhould be prefcribed. 


During the adminiftration of thefe remedies, 
cold fhould be avoided, and the breafts fhould 
be covered with a hare’s fkin dreffed, or flannel: 
the fame rules likewife are Beoper | in all the 
fubfequent methods of cure. 


Mercurials ufed externally, as ointments, or 
inwardly taken, uncombined with antimonial or 
fulphureous preparations, have done inexpref- 
fible mifchief in this and the other ftages of 

; | the 
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the f{cirrhus and cancerous difeafes. Mercury 
alone aggravates all the aanes of the cancer. 

Similar modes to thofe recommended fucceed 
in the indurated brbaifte ts, which happen during 
lying in, and they may be fafely’ preferibed, 
even if the mother fuckle her infant: this 
abundance of experience has amply proved. — 

The fecond fpecies of induration, where the 
veins and lymphatic veffels are both affected, a 
like mode of cure is required ; but a ftri€ter 
regimen fheuld be prefcribed, fai the remedies 
fhould be’given in larger dofes, but never fo as 
to raife any painful irritation either 4 in the fto- 
mach or the general habit. It is the peculiar 
merit of the prefent plan, that fmall dofes of 
thefe important remedies never ‘difacree with 
the moft delicate conftitution, if well prepared ; 
but on this depends their fuccels. veces 

In the fecond {tage of the diforder likewife, 
cinnabar, or Aithiop’s mineral, have been pre- 
fcibed with purified nitre, rubbed together very 
fine, and found ufeful. 


'Thefe powders are to be taken three or four 
times in the day to z{s. in: two table fpoonfuls 
- of camphorated julep, and before each dofe a 
Plummer’s pill, beginning with half a grain, 
and gradually increafing the dofe to two grains, 
according ta the conftitution of the patient, 
and the peculiar circumftances of the cafe 
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In the third ftage, where the weins, lympha- 
tics, and cells of the adipofe fubfiance and -iubulé 
lagtiferi, are probably filled with a coagulated 
matter, and become all together one confufed 
mats, little fuccefs may be expected, yet it re- 
quires a fimilar mode of treatment ; for though 
ho cure may be performed, the increafe of the 
diforder, which. might be rapid, is frequently 
for years retarded; 


A more powerful plan may pyieke be at- 
tempted, which, though feldom, has fometimes 
proved fuccefsful. | 


—Inftead of the pills, in addition to all the 
ake methods, the following preparation may 
be adminiftered, if there appear no material ob- 
- jection in the patient’s conftitution, or in the 
tone of the ftomach, to forbid its ufe; though 
the fmall dofes of the b ydrargyrus muriatus, 
joined with entimon. tartarifat., rarely difagrees 
with any patient, being from the thirty-fecond 

to the eighth part of a grain. 

No.g. J. Antimon. tartarifat. gr. ij. 
Hydrarg. muriat. gr.j. folve in ‘ 
Julep. ¢ camphor, 3xvj, deinde adde 
‘Sal. nitr, 3ij. capiat Zfs. vel coch, j. vel ij. 
ter de die, ex coch. iii]. decoéti fequentis. 
No, 10. BR. Rad. farfaparil. incif. Zij. coque in aq. pur. 
Tbifs¢ ad libram unam & cola. 


The folution fhould be meafured in a. wooden 
‘ ‘ D {poon, 
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fpocn, which fhould contain exaétly half an 
ounce, or ina glafs meafure. 

The diet and nitrous drink, as before pre- 
fcribed, will likewife be ufeful. 

It may be obferved, that all the preceding 
modes of treatment are intended to attempt 
the removal of the caufes of cancers ; by ex- 
citing: an action in the coats of the veffels, to 
refolve, change, or expel the impacted matter: 
therefore opiates, hemlock, or fuch narcotics, will 
be highly improper, as they would -defeat the 
falutary attempts by diminifhing the moving 
powers, and they appear highly conthacifhery 
to any intention of cure. 


The fucceeding flage 1s the manifett cancer, 
which does not always obferve the progrefs al-. 
ready defcribed ; the variations are indefcriba- 
ble: for fometimes little dark-coloured indu- 
rated lumps appear in the furface of the breaft, 
not larger than peafe; in others a large fwel- 
ling of the color of a mulberry ; in others the ' 
nipple draws in, and is furrounded with a ftony 
hardnefs ; in others the whole adipofe mem- 
brane, from the breaft to the back, becomes 
hard, impeding refpiration. All thefe fpecies 
are too often zucuradle from their origin. Sur- 
eeons ufe'the knife; but thefe diforders gene- 
rally relapfe after a cruel operation: to many 
mel] lanchol ly iaftances of | which, too fhocking to 

relate, 
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relate, I have been frequently witnefs ; and I 
find this has been the obfervation of all refpece, 
table practitioners, ancient or modern. 

Whether if patients were to purfue the modes 
already recommended, in conjunction with the 
Operation, time and a candid trial alone can de- 
termine : for my own part, from not being able 
to perceive practitioners juftified in attempting 
a dubious operation, where the diforder is often 
rendered more violent, | muft confefs, from 
confcientious motives and my own private feel- 
ings, I have never affented to the operation un- 
der the laft-mentioned circumftances, or indeéd 
in any of the foregoing ftages. | 


- Various projects, many of which are highly 
fopciititiots and ridiculous, and others barba- 
tous, at different periods have been fuggefted, 
and ptactifed to cure the occult cancer: a dy- 
ing» man’s hand, the application of a toad, a 
piece of undrefled veal, /pittle, plaifters, a cori, 
or callous fubftance from the leg of a horfe, 
urine of a child fed on goat’s milk, juice/of cli- 
vers, poultice of potatoes, vervain hung about 
the neck; innumerable abfurdities of charms, 
amulets, and ftrange exorcifms; paflages from 
holy feripture wrapped up pioufly in paper, and 
worn near the part affected ; electricity ; vari- 
ous cauftics, or arfenic applied as a plaifter, 
which laft is Plunket’s fecret to a€t as a cauftic, 

: wonee: : by 


Peo 7 

by corroding and deftroying the parts indurated, 
under the fpecious and more flattering denomi- 
nation of a plaifter to draw out the core, as it is 
called. I have feen this laft method proye hor- 
ridly painful and deftructive.  Blifters have 
been applied; corroding lotions, warm lint- 
ments, and thoufands of irrational or cruel re- 
medies. Infignificant medicaments can do no 
effential fervice in the difeafe; but all fharp ir- 
ritating applications exa/perate the fymptoms, 
and always haften death. Some prefcrtptions 
originate im extreme folly and credulity ; in 
rafhnefs, ignorance, or barbarity ; others in the 
pureft benevolent intentions, undirected by me- 
dical fcience. The fufferers. are generally im- 
patient, and often expect more than the medi- 
cal art admits, and, like a drowning man, catch 
at every ftraw afluming the form of. relief. 
Every fpecies of knavery has been impofed on 
cancerous patients a 


It would be difficult to determine whether 
oficious humanity and friendtfhip of relations, 


* Black liellebere in auricula leporis ex., ladies’ bed ftraw 
pal. ex., privet, herb robert, burnet faxifrage, falt of foot 
outwardly rifes a vapor, fat of a crocodile, gall of fheep, 
bees in powder, millepedes, cantharides boiled in oil, lapis 
infernalis, prepared lead, diaphoretic oil, of mercury, fweet 
red fublimate, anodyne oil of arfenic as a wafh, Faber’s quint- 
effence of antimony, Faber’s effence of arfenic, flower of oint- 
ments, hemlock, nightfhade,, &c. 


or 


— 
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or the moft artful defign and impofture of 
quacks, have done moft injury to the afflidted 
laboring under cancerous complaints, The 
former often prevent affiftance by a prefump- 
tious dependence on irrational chimeras; the 
latter deftroy, by an infamous and unfeeling 
determination to purfue every fpecies of prac- 
ticable deception, through igcerency defien, 
or temerity. 


‘ 


On the confirmed internal occult Cancer. 


This is that flage of the difeate in which ee 
veflels and ‘cells of the tela cellulofa axe dif- 
tended, the fluids are coagulated, the glandular 
fubftance is affected, and the free circulation of 
the arterial’ fyftem, through the tumor, im- 
peded, or altogether obftruéted ; to which are 
joined acute pains, a diftinct tumor, or many 
tumors in different parts of the breaft, irregular 
in their figure and dimenfions, and often very 
painful on being touched ; the external veins 
are often, but not always, varicous. Thefe 
fymptoms, happening to women about the time 
of the total ceffation of the menfes, may be 
juftly termed of a cancerous tendency ; for the 
tumors which accidentally happen in an earlier 
period of life, or from lying in, are not of a 
cancerous nature, though by bad management 
they may become fo frequently. This diftinc- 

tion, 
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tion, however, not having been properly ad- 
verted to, has given an opportunity to igno- 
rance and impoiture to pretend they have cured 
cancerous cafes where xo cancer exitted. It.is 
with concern | mention the cruelty of fome 
furgeons, who have operated on tumors that 
were abfolutely not cancerous: fuch practices 
' humanity and the honor of the medical profef- 
fion fhould difcountenance as much as poftible. 


« 


On the Operation for cancerous Tumors. 


In the treatment of the afore-mentioned 
ftage of the difeafe, it becomes a queftion whe- 
ther the removal of the fcirrhus by the knife . 
be an eligible practice? or whether the pallia- 
tive methods of cure be preferable? 


Theré is no difficulty in deciding on thofe 
queftions; when we are more guided by the 
laws of reafon, humanity, and facts, than pre- 
judices, or the erroneous authority of the art 
of furgery. After fome years experience and 
confideration on thefe important fubjects, the 
following is the refult: | 


No tumor of this nature fhould be removed, 
unlefs exgquifite pain urge its neceflity, or he- 
morthage. rs ag 

If the operation in any cafe be advifeable, 
which I much doubt, it fhould be when there 
is only ome tumor, or two, and thefe not only 

; contiguous 


f 
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contiguous to each other, but detached from 


the pectoral mufcle, moveable, and where no 


other part of the breaft is dileaied, nor fwel- 


_ lings under the armpit; to determine which, 


with. precifion, requires no {mall experience 
and difcernment. 


- Vf the ‘breaft be difeafed in different parts,- 


although there may be one tumor harder than 
the reft, the removal of this will be abfolutely 


improper ; for it will only occafion a neceffity 


for repeated operations, and, after variety of 


torment, generally deftroys the patient; of | 


which many furgeons in London are well in- 
formed. | 


% 


If the tumor or tumors adhere to the pectoral 
muicle, or af the lymphatic glands in the axilla 
be affected, or the arm {welled cedematous, the 


‘ operation will not pofitively fucceed, but incres fe 


the — torments, and prove more rapidly 
fatal. 


In ee hard tubercula, of the color of 


- the blackberry, mulberry, or ftrawberry, whe- 


ther large and fingle, or fmall and numerous, 
the operation «1s ‘doubtful.. The application of 
‘the Juaar and other cauftics have produced inex- 
preflible mufery, but no cure in thefe fudercula. 
Pehave, however, cured fome of thefe cafes by 
the ufe of the concentrated nitrous acid. 


4. yl Sia From 
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From havitig many opportunities to deter- 
mine whether the operation fhould, in any in- 
fiance, be performed in the true and confirmed 
cancer, it appears, in general, exceptionable 
by the laws of moral rectitude and humanity, 
though defencible by the received epinions of 
many furgeons. If, however, any future proofs 
to the contrary of this doctrine fhould convince 
me that this is a prejudicial opinion, 1 would 
chearfully retract the doctrine. 

The firftt confideration inthis operation fhould 
be, whether it will anfwer the end propofed, 
that is, the abfolute cure of the difeafe, ora 
permanent alleviation. 


| Fhe amputation of the fcirrhus breaft is, at 
beft, doubtful; therefore fhould be undertaken 

with the greateft caution and circum{pedction : 
it is frequently fruitlefs. 
‘It often produces a rapid augmentation of 
the difeafe, and haftens death, with additional 
mifery.. 


If in, fome very Pavarabts cafes it fhould re- 
move the difeafe for one, two, HE: or four 
years, which by no means whatever can be 
previoufly afcertained, yet in moft inftances it 
produces 2 painful incurable ulcer, and always 
ends fatally. 


# 


Many are the inftances in Which the difeafed 
breaft has been cut out, and the wound has 
healed ; 


Poss | “ 
healed ; but une fome time the Wicer has ny | 


appeared with increafed violence, exquifite tor=. 
ture, and always terminated unfortunately. 


On the Confequences of the Scirrbus of the Breafts,. 
when unafified by medical or chirurgical Treat- 
ment. | 


The indurated tumors of the breafts remain, 
in fome cafes, without any augmentation. of 
the difeafe, or malignant gr Shag ere, 
years. 


In fome inftances the ifordes becomes rapidly 
malignant, the tumor or tumors increafe, and 
are attended with acute excruciating pains. 


In both cafes they commonly become’ ulce- 
rous; firft an excoriation appears, iffuing a thin, 
acrimonious ferum, the ulcer enlarges, the tu-, 
mors throw off firatum after fraium of the dif- 
eafed parts, {melling horridly foetid; fome-, 
times very large maffes can be eafily feparated;. 
at others the parts are extremely putrid without 
feparation. iE : : | 

Fungufles, belles oe large excrefcences, 
arife fucceffively ; for as one becomes putrid, 
feparates, and is removed, others make their: 
<p 

_ In other inftances the lake oe arden 
puri and feparate, forming a large fpreading: 
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ulcer, corroding all the adjacent parts; the 
ribs themfelves are often expofed by the de- 
ftruétion of the periofteum, 

A heéfic fever accompanies the other horrid 
fymptoms, which feems to arife from a partial 
abforption of the cancerous acrimony; other 
glandular parts are likewife often affected, and 
particularly the lymphatic fyftem. Thofe fur- 
geons, therefore, are in a_moft palpable error 
who fuppofe that the cancer 1s a mere local-di/- 
eae, requiring only local applications or opera- | 
tions. The juices of the cancerous patients 
are contaminated by the cancerous acrimony : 
hence the neceffity of changing the ftate of 
the blood; hence the reafon for applying re- 
medies to remove glandular and lymphatic dif- 
eafe; hence the reafon why removing the dif- 
eafed part, by cutting, does not cure the can- 
cerous diforder *. 

At laft, after inexpreffible mifery, of longer 
er fhorter continuance, with conftant refpira- 
‘tion in {the putrid exhalations iffuing from the 
fores, the patient becomes more and more de- 
bilitated ; fometimes the acute pains diminifh, 
at others not, till nature, exhaufted by tortures 
and the cruel ravages of this ferocious difeafe, 
death clofes the miferable fcene. 


® Whoever wifhes to fee the moft conclufive reafonings om 
this fubje& may confult'my Treatife on the Cure of ulcerated 

Tsegs, fe. ath Edition. 
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Oir the’ Confequences of the Scirrbus of the Breafts, 
when under the Direé&ion of furgical and medi- 
cal Affiftance. 


Enough has been fard of the: confequences: 

attending arfenical cauftics, or operating with 
the knife. If the ulcer fhould not incarn:and: 
cicatrife after the operation, the diforder pro« 
ceeds in.a:manner: fimilar to the antecedent de-” 
{ctiption, but’ varying almoft: with every’ indi- 
vidual patient. 
- In fome inftances:the ulcers‘ produced by: the: 
knife or cauftic remain incurable, and torment: 
for two or three years; in others’ the ulcers 
fpread fuddenly, and put a final’ period to life’ 
in the dreadful manner already defcribed. 

Human forefight fails’ in the prognoftic of 
thefe difeafes: when a cure is attempted by an 
operation ; cures in the real occult cancer, I 
believe, are rarely or never performed by cut-. 
ting: in all which inftances the patient’ is ever 
rendered more miferable. Ever all the ancient 
as. well as modern: writers acknowledge this, 
from’ Hippocrates and’ Celfus to the’ prefent time, 
and yet moft furgeons'have, and do operate. 
Why: fhould: miracles be more expeGted now 
than formerly ? or why fhould furgery conti- 
nue-in cruel error, which all its authors confefs 
_ to have been uniformly unfortunate ? 


Es | By 
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By a judicious internal and external treat- 
ment, joined with an exact regimen, according 
to the conftitution of patients, and circum- 
{tances of cafes, the progrefs of the difeafe is 
frequently retarded, its ravaging effects are 
greatly mitigated, the ulcerous ftage, moft to 
be dreaded, is at leaft fufpended, and often 
_many years prevented ; and though an ab/olute 
cure can feldom be performed, yet life may be 
frequently rendered lefs miferable by an alle- 
Viation of all the fymptoms. The utmoft li- 
mits of medicine extend no farther in thefe un- 
conquerable difeafes ; the caufes of which ana- 
tomy, phyfiology, pathology, and therapeutics, will 
clearly explain to thofe well verfed in the fcience 
of medicine and furgery. | 


Some general Inferences on the different Attempts to 
cure cancerous Difeafes. 


The origin, ftages, profpects of cure, and 
ill confequences of cancerous complaints, being 
‘explained, humanity demands fome conclufive 
doctrines from the foregoing premifes. 


1. A tumor or tumors in the breaft, with 


» or without pain, before the ceffation of the 


menftrual evacuation, are generally not cance- 
rOUus. : | 

a1. All tumors which happen in lying-in are 
4 | never 
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never cancerous, and therefofe fhould not be 


extracted by. the knife, or any other crucf me- 
thod. . : oe, 


| YY 
_ in Extracting indolent or unpainful fwellings 
of the breatfts by knife, plaifter, or cayftic, un- 
oles with a certainty of radically curing the dif. 
_ eafe, is extremely barbarous, unneceflary, and 
frequently, in the end, fatal. | 
iv. Unpainful fwellings in the breaft often 
remain many years without: any increafe, or vifi- 
ble injury to patients ; but no furgeon can pre- 
vioufly determine what will be the confequence 
of an operation. | 


v. If it could be proved that many indolent 
tumors have been extracted, the patients reco- 
vered, and the bteaft has ever after remained 
found; yet thefe circumftances are by no means 
admitted in favor of cutting, becaufe thofe com- 
plaints were not cancerous, and might perhaps 
‘have been removed, by milder methods. 


vi. Mott of the pretended cures by cutting 
on exantination, have been found of the es 
going clafs; but by the apprehenfion of the 
patient and unikilfulnefs of the operator have 
been called, without any regard to truth, real 
cancers. . Vague report’ likewife aflerts, that 

“cancers have been cured by. every fpecies of 
fuperftition, and by trifling remedies directed 
by unlearned people. Atk the parties the true 
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definition of a cancer, and the’ fallacy of their 

pretenfions is immediately difcovered. If any 

one fhould aflert a cancer is cured, who knows 
not its definition, it would be height’ of abfur- 

dity or madnefs to credit fuch report ;- for: who- 
ever underftands’ not the nature’ and fymptoms* 
of a difeafe, fo as to give’ a’ clear. definition, 
mutt be neceflarily ignorant of what he attempts’ 
to cure, and is liable firft-to deceive himfelf, 

and afterwards the reft of mankind. 

vit. It therefore requires very little confi- 
deration with men of integrity, fkill, and hu- 
manity, whether a dubious and cruel operation’ 
fhould. be adopted, when no real neceffity, from 
an apprehenfion of future ill confequences;. nor’ 
the prefent danger of death, urges: fuch a rath» 
method. : 

viii. [t appears more rational and fafe to’ 
leave fuch cafes to chancé, or to treat them: 
mildly, than by rough, and often vain, at- 
tempts at radically curing, to rifk the produc- 
tion of an incurable difeafe or ulcer, where. 
none before exifted. 

1x. Neither the art‘of medicine nor artifts 
are always refponfible for the ill fuccefs. of* 
operations ; for perfons afflicted’ with the ap- 
ptehenfion of cancerous complaints are fre- 
quently very impatient: they often fly from 
fill, learning, and: fincerity, intoithe mercilefs: 


hands 
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hands of unfkilfulnefs, prefumption, and mean 
artifice: thoufands thus become victims to 
their own folly -and credulity, and, with a 
dreadful angmentation of mifery, voluntarily 
fhorten their own exiftence *. : | 

x. In painful tymmors, or real cancers, or ul- 
ecrs of the breaft, happening at the age of for- 
ty or fifty, when the menfes have ceafed, or 
nearly ceafe to flow, the extraction by the 
knife, under the favorable circumftances alrea- 
dy delivered, has proved, in fome inftances, .a 
temporary cure ;, but in far the greater num- 
ber the difeafe has returned with additional 
violence and devaftation, and, after cruelly tor- 
menting the afflicted patient for.a longer or 
fhorter period, always proved fatal. 


x1. Under fuch circumftances of hope and © 
hazard, practitioners in medicine will decide 
differently. ‘Thofe who cautioufly reflect, and 


#® J lately was called to a fhocking inftance of this nature, 
A gentlewoman had an unpainfwl f{cirrhus of the breaft, and’ 
applied to a foreign quack, who has for years abufed the re- 
gular practitioners in the public papers: he ufed fome appli- 
gations whieh foon produced ulcers ; afterwards'a fungos grew 
rapidly very large, weighing at leat eight or ten. pounds, hor-' 
ridly foetid. Two furgeons now living in town undertook to. 
sut off the difeafed parts, which was performed dextroufly ; 
, but the unfortunate patient languifhed‘a fhort time in inex- 
preflible mifery, and died: Innumerable inflances of this na- 
_ ture’ may be produced. qi f 

: who 
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who-poflefs fenfibility, will avoid: recommend- 
ing ‘a fuccefslefs operation, left they agera- 
vate human calamity, and fhorten the duration 
OF difesd foe? se | 


The bolder clafs of furgeons, particularly 
the young and inexperienced and all who are’ 
devoid of feeling, will rafhly undertake the 
operation, and will confider themfelves jufti- 
fied in having practifed the modes of treat- 
ment which authors, but not reafon, humanity, ; 
nor juftice, preferibe *. , 


xu. In the treatment by “proper regimen, 
adapted to each individual, in conj unétion with 
the remedies recommended in this treatife, 
while the diforder is recent, a cure has been 
obtained: fome inftances have remained well 


%* Abdut feven years ago a patient, laboring under an occult 
cancer of the te/fis, was earneftly advifed by a very fkilful’ 
furgeon, in confultation with an excellent anatomift, to un- 
_dergo, caffraiion, as the only probable means of faving his 
life, and preventing future ill confequences. “The patient had. 
fubmitted, and, as no one could forefee the refult of the ope~, 
ration, he fettled his affairs. The cafe certainly appeared 
very defperate; but he was perfeétly cured by internal reme- 
dies, chiefly by Plummer’s pill, camphor, and nitre, in eleven, 
weeks, andthus happily fnatched from a moft dreadful opera- 
tion, and perhaps from death. This patienr has remained in. 
the moft perfect health, and continues fo to thisday. Another. 
perfon, under, fimilar circumftances, was cured in the fame. 
manner. ‘The former was patient to Mr.. Kennedy, Great, 
Queen Street, 

| above 
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above ten years, and continue well at this pre- 
fent time. | 


In many other inftances the diforder has 
advanced, and terminated fatally ; but thofe 
modes of treatment have, in numerous in- 
ftances, alleviated the mifery, and rendered the 
remaining paflage through life more comfort- 
able. It fhould, however, be confefled, that 
whatever mode be purfued, the difeafe is fre- 
quently incurable, and generally terminates fa- 
tally ; therefore the cancer, in whatever man- 
ner viewed, muft “be confidered an evil of the 
greateft magnitude to human beings, which has 
_ oppofed, and ever muf?, from its nature, fre- 
quently refift all medical attempts in the radi- 
cal cure. As this is the truth, why rifk the 
unrelenting and cruel ufe of the knife? Where- 
fore difturb a diforder which in many inftances 
is bearable, and fafely alleviable, in hopes of 
cure, where fuccefs rarely happens, but wherein 
pain is too frequently augmented, and a mifera- 
ble death experienced ? 


The progrefs of the diforder is flow, and its 
malignity may be often corrected; for by fkil- 
ful management, many have labored under can- 
cerous difeafes, for feveral years, without any 
confiderable inconvenience. Thefe good effects 
have been produced chiefly by cinnabarine pre- 

B parations, 
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parations, nitre, Ethiops mineralis, mucilagineus 
gums, abftinence from all acid, falt or fpicy food, 
from all /pirituous and vinous liquids; by keep- 
ing the mind calm, for nothing haftens the dif- 
order fo rapidly as perturbations of the mind : 
frequent bleedings are fometimes neceflary ; 
evacuanis of the purgative clafs occafionally ; 
all correctors of acrimony, as the farfaparilla, 
Julphureous preparations, magnefia alba uft. gum ara- 
bic, crude antimony prepared, with or without 
nitre, &c. &c.. Thefe various remedtes are to 
be applied to every individual differently, ac- 
cording to the nature of the cafe and conftitu- 
tion of the patient; by refleting on the power 
and force of the difeafe, the ftrength of the pa- 
tient, the power of the medicine prefcribed, 
and the contra-indications. A powerful dif- 
eafe cannot be removed by trifling remedies; 
nor fhould violent medicines be prefcribed in a 
flight complaint, or in debility ; but thefe im- 
portant objects muft be left to the fkill of the 
judicious prefcriber, who will regulate his prac- 
tice according as circumftances occur. No- 
thing but metallic alferatives, given fo as never 
to fhock the conftitution, are the leaft likely ‘to 
fueceed in removing glandular or lymphatic 
obfiructions. it is playing with the difeafe, 
and amufing .the patient by {pecious deception, 
to pretend or expect cures can be performed 
by 
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by trivial remedies in an obftinate, formidable, 
and difficult difeafe. | 


On the Management of the cancerous Ulcer, or 
confirmed manifeft Cancer of the Breaft. 


The cancerous ulcer may be divided into 
three ftages — | 


1. The Commencement. 
11. The augmented or feparating Stage. 
111. The puatrid-ab/orbing Stage. 


"The commencement is commonly an exco- 
tiation of the tumor, a black fpot, tubercle, or 
a fiffure near the nipple, with fcirrhofity of the 
adjoining parts, attended with fharp darting © 
pains, and a thin acrimonious difcharge, fuffi- | 
ciently acrid to inflame, and fometimes corrode 
the furrounding parts. ‘ | 
The external Treatment of the firft Stage, or 
| Commencement. : 


‘If the breaft be inflamed, and in a ftate of 
diftenfion, emollient fomentations fhould be 
applied three or four times a day, and after- 
ward the ung. populneum, album, fambucinum, or 
Goulard’s pomade, ol. camphor, &c. &c. Soft 
cataplafms are likewife ufeful, if their weight 
on the inflamed fwelling caufe no uneafy fenfa- 
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tion. The bread and milk poultice, with lard 
or oil, or the cataplafm made with farina femi-— 
num lini, may be ufed; to either of which may _ 
be added Goulard’s vegeto-mineral water. 


The following liniment has greatly abated 
the burning heat and furrounding inflamma- 
tion, when the parts are not much diftended : 
Noir. Kf. Litharg. aur. bené levigat Zils. 

Acet diftillat. 3}. mifce agitatione, deinde 
adde 

Ol. amyedal. recent. vel 

— olivar. opt. 371]. 

F. linimentum, parum cujus applicandum 
partibus inflammatis, ter vel quater de die, 
ope plumz mollis. 

The vegeto-mineral water, reduced to half 
its ufual ftrength, is frequently ufeful as a fo- 
mentation, to be applied warm ; or folutions of 
camphor with decorticated almonds and water. 


It fhould be remarked, that no application 
agrees with two perfons equally alike; there- 
fore what occafions moft eafe fhould be conti- 
nued, and whatever evidently increafes pain 
fhould ‘be rejected. The ttrgeon, however, 
fhould ufe caution, left he be deceived on this 
fubject ; for patients under pain are often apt 
to attribute heir mifery or eafe to falfe caufes. 
They frequently condemn an application or in- 
ward remedy’.as the caufe of their torment, 
when the pain arifes from the nature of the 
| complaint ; 
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complaint ; and often perfuade themfelves, un- 
der any mitigation of the fymptoms, that the 
laft thing applied produced the alleviating 
effect. This error fhould be rectified. 


The internal Treatment of the firft Stage. 


The remedies internally prefcribed fhould be 
accommodated to the conftitutions of patients. 
To the plethoric and florid, repeated bleeding, 


laxatives, and antiphlogiftics, fhould be pre-. 


{cribed, as the cathartic falts, nitre, /al fode, 
prunelle, fal polycbref, tartarum folubile, &c. 

To the pallid, nervous, and relaxed, fhould 
be prefcribed anzi/pa/modics, as affafoetida, cam- 
phora, valerian, &c., to diminifh ‘irritability 3 _ 
aloetic laxatives, fuch as /apo and pilula aroma- 
tica, extraéium catharticum, pilula Ruf, with our 
pulvis antimonialis, of the new College Dilpen- 
fatory, one, two, or three grains of the former, 
and two or three of the latier, every night, to 
prevent or remove conftipation. Mild mineral 
alteratives, and correctors of acrimony, are to 
be recommended, and long continued. 


To the corpulent, cold, languid, and ree 


laxed, if the tumor be fpongeous or foftifh, 


on a {uppofition that the vafcular fyitem is re- 
laxed, the chalybeate preparations have been 
ufeful; but are improper if the parts are ine 
flamed, or the tumors very hard. The /ima- 

gre LUuia 
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iura martis praparata, flores vel tinflura mar- 
tial. and fimilar preparations, may be pre- 
{cribed, if heat or pain do not fucceed their 
exhibition. 


_ For the plethoric, 
No.12- J. Sal. nitr. 
7 -— Sodz aa pr. x. 
Julep. e camph. 
Ag. pur. 44 3}. 
F. hauftus ter in die fumendus. 
Or the pulvis cum cinnab. and nitr. to 3{s. or Di}. 
ter de die, ex 3ij. decocti pectoralis. 
The decoétum nitrofum may be uled, pro potu 
ordinario. 
Wo.13. BR. Sal. Rupel. 3j. folve in 
Aq. pur. Ziij. deinde adde 
Emulfionis commun. 3v. 


_-F. miftura, cujus capiat coch. ij. femel, bis 
de die, vel fepius in conftipatione. 


The Dog and Duck, Epfom, and fimilar 
waters, are likewife good antiphlogiftic purga- 
tives for the plethoric. 


For the pallid, nervous, bilious, and relaxed 
patients, 7 


No, 14, Bj. Pil. ex colocynth. cum aloe 3}. 
Saponis amygdal. zfs. M. accurate. * 
F. pilule No. xx. fumat j. vel ij. pro re 
nata. 


The pill No. 2 or No. 6 may be ordered asa 
— deobfiruent 
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deobftruent and corrector, with the following 
powder : 
No.1g. EB. Cinnab. antimon, Ppt Siij. 

Sal. nitr. : 

Pulv. e tragacanth. c. 44 3j. M. f. pulvis, 
dividendus in xij. dofes, quarum capiat 
unam ter vel quater de die ex coch. ij, 
julep. e camph. vel aque pure. 

Or the following bolus and draught may be 
taken : 
No. 16. Ry. Athiop. min. recte preparat. gr. xij. ad 3fs.* 

Pulv. camph. gr. v. fyr. balfam q. s. 


F. bolus, ter vel quater de die fumendus, fue 
perbibendo hauftum fequentem. 


No.1y. J. Sal. fode gr. viij. ad gr. xij. folvein 
Julep e camph. Zifs. deinde adde 
Effent, antimon. Huxham gutt. xxx. f. hauf- 
tus. ae | 


Opiates, with the afore-mentioned clafs of 
patients, fhould be avoided, asa light delirium 
and coftivenefs frequently fucceed their admi- 
niftration. | 

The Athiops vegetabilis, antimonium crudum 
ppt.. Huxham’s “ithiops antimonialis, and fuch 
like preparations, are ufeful. 

Decoftum farfaparille, or ag. bordeata, and 
gum arabic, are proper, pro pot ordinario. 


* By triturating equal parts of argentum vivum and flores 
Julph., without heat, according to our Royal College Digene 
ahi 


For 
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For the corpulent, with a languid circula- 
tion, the cold, and debilitated, 


Aloetics as laxatives; tonics are fometitmes, 
though rarely, neceflary ; in which latter cafe 
the medicines for the bilious and nervous clafs 
fhould be preferred. 


No.18. ky. Infuf. amar. Zifs. 
Tina. flor. mart. 3}. M. 
F, hauftus ter de die fumendus. 

Or, 

No. 19. Fy. Flor. mart. Zij. 
Spec. aromat. 3i]. 
Con. rofar. Ziifs. M. 
F. elect. cujus capiat Q. N. M. ter de die. 

Other chalybeates, and fometimes the cortex 
Peruvianus in milk, will be proper. 

Wo.20. BR. Pulv. cort, Peruv. 3ij. 
Cinnab. antimon. ppt. 3j. M. 
F. pulvis, dividendus in viij. dofes, quarum 
{umat unam ter de die ex coch. 11j. aque 
pura, hordeate, vel julep. e camphor. 

With this clafs of patients a dry diet is ab- 
folutely neceffary. 

It fhould be obferved, that the inftances are 
few in which the bark, or other tonics, prove 
ufeful ; for, on the contrary, they oftener ex- 
cite pain; under which circumfiance they fhould 
be immediately difcontinued. 


On 
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On the external Treatment of the augmented or 
Separating Stage of the Cancer. 


The rules for deterging, incarning, and ci- 
catrifing ulcers in general, are precluded in the 
cancerous ulcer; for human art commonly fails 
in the attempt to deterge, incarn, or cube 
the cancer. 


If the difcharge of the ulcerated parts fhould 
_be very copious,. no aftringent applications 
_fthould be ufed, for they create pain. 


The ulcers fhould be cleanfed with warm — 
eamphorated lotions, &c. 


The mildeft ointments fpread on lint fhould 
be ufed, as the unguentum album, or any of 
the unguents already recommended. 

Novzs. FL. Sperm. ceti cae 
Ol. mucilag. Zvilj. * 
F. unguentum fecundum artem, 


Or, 

No, 22. Fy. Axung. porcin. recent. {j. 
Ceruff. ppt. Ziv. F. unguentum. 

The ulcerations fhould be kept very clean; 
but this is difficult, owing to the irregular fur- 
faces of the ulcers, and the danger of irritating 
the parts affected, 


No. 23. KR. Extract. faturn. Goulard 3). 
Aq. pur. mollis Thy. F. lotio. 


| G No. 24; 
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No. 24. B. Sacchar. faturn. 3j. 
Aq. rofar. Tby. M. F. lotio. 


No. 2c. B. Merc. corrof. fub. gr. xv. folve in 
Aq. flor. {fambuc. {hij F. lotio. 


When the furfaces of the ulcers are not very 
green and foul, the lotions 23 and 24, made 
tepid, will Le proper. 


Cinnabarine fumigations are Hees necef- 
fary, if no pain follow their ufe. 


When the ulcers are very foul, greenifh, and 
foetid, the lotion 25 fhould be recommended, 
the agua calcis, or phagedenica, and fimilar de- 
tergers. 


When frefh dreffings are app a after the 
ulcers are well. cleanfed in the gentleft manner 
poffible, all the humidity fhould be abforbed, 
whether it be caufed: by the,lotion or the ulce- 
rous difcharge; for the matter, or any part of 
it, remaining on the ulcer, or even in its fif- 
fures, will hourly become more os and create 
pain. 


The fotions may be applied with a feather, 
‘or in the parts difficult of accefs by a fyringe ; 
but each mode fhould be performed with a 
* light and, left by the ulcerations being irri- 
tated the patient’s mifery fhould be increafed. 


After the difeafed parts are well cleanfed 
and dried, fdturnine ointments, or, in fhort, 


whatever 


whatever agrees beft with the. fore, fhould be’ 
ufed, and repeated. . 

The carrot cataplafm, for the purpofe of co- 
vering the foul uneven furface of the ulcer, or 
a cataplafm of potatoes, being innocent appli-. 
cations, frequently prevent, in fome meafure, 
the fetor, or putrid exhalations, from annoy- 
ing the patients or attendants. Powdered cam- 
phor may be likewife added. | 

The fuppofition of any /pecific qualities in 
the carrot, or fuch like applications, for the 
cure of cancers, argues the moft ridiculous 
credulity. poe 
A {trong decoétion of the leaves of hemlock, 
or a folution of its extract, joined with linfeed 
flower, or other innocent farinaceous fubftances, 
have been ufed as cataplafms; the bruifed 
leaves of cicuta are likewife applied, with no 
inconfiderable faith, even by learned, and ap- 
parently rational, practitioners, as poflefting 

__fpecific powers in curing cancers. 

Such ill-founded expectations can only arife 
from an unacquaintance with the immediate 
caufes, progrefs, and termination of cancers, 
and the properties of fuch medicaments. ‘The 
fiery mad_ paifion after narcotic and acrid poi- 
fons, as fpecific remedies, rages now with in- 
credible and thoughtlefs fury, particularly 
amongft juvenile practitioners. Colleges and 

a _- wniver- 
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univerfities, where often much theory, but lit- 
tle experience in practice, abound, nave fanc- 
tified the exhibition of many poifons, as may 
be feen in difpenfatories. Irreparable mifchief 
has been produced ; but perhaps the. voice of 
an individual, at prefent, would be loft amidft 
the violent clamors of the inexperienced and 
prejudiced, otherwife nothing merits more fe- 
vere animadverfion. The admiffion of poifons, 
as fpecifics, is the moft effectual mode of 
wrefting from’ the art all principles of true 
{cience and learning, at the hazard of intro- 
ducing the moft dangerous and. rafh empiri- 

cifm *. | 
If, however, any eafe from the hemlock or 
folanum can be procured by external applica- 
tion, it might be prefcribed ; but there arifes 
a difgufting flench from the hemlock bruifed, 
producing fometimes dizzinefs and pains in the 
head ;. 


® A young gentleman, a major in the army, lately was 
fuddenly deprived of life by taking a large dofe of the extra& 
of hemlock as a remedy. Another lingered and died in 
ftrong convulSons by the ufe of an arfenical preparation given 
for the ague. As to the pretended internal virtues of hemlock 
in curing a real cancer, nothing but folly could fuppofeit. I 
have made the moft circumfpect, yct, I hope, candid, inqui- 
ries to prove whether hemlock ever cured a confirmed cancer ; 
but find all candid phyficians and furgeons acknowledge their 
difappointment in attempting the cure by hemlock, and this 
my own experience confirms. Profeffor De Haen, of Vienna, 
afferts 
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head; and cert ginly it neither refolves the tu _ 
mor, deterges, incarns, nor cicatrifes a malig- 
nant cancerous ulcer. : 


But as cicuta has been extolled, and as no- 
thing fhould be omitted which is likely to 
prove ferviceable, the following lotion is given, 
as'a palliative, from a refpectable author : _ 


No. 26. B. Extra&. cicute giij. folve in 
_ Aq. ealcis Thi. F. lotio. 

Eft-in ulcere cancrofo efficax medicamentum, 
fays the learned author; or an anodyne fomen- 
‘tation may be prepared from the following 
herbs, and applied warm for a quarter or half 


an hour: 
No. 27. BR. Fol. hyofciami. 


Flor. fambuci 44 3fs. 

Capit. papav. alb. Zij. coque in aq. pur. [bij- 

F. fotus mamme affé@e bis vel ter de die 
tepide applicandus ope lintei quadrupli- 
cati. 


lod 


 Cataplafms, for the purpofe of mitigating 


afferts the fame. See his Epiftle againft Storck, proving the 
wholé account about hemlock to have been fabricated to anfwer 
a felf-interefted purpofe that is now well known. How fhock- 
ing to reflect on the credulity of medical pradtitioners in this 
cafe; but what fhall we fay of the dreadful effe@s of the 
digitalis, which thoughtleffnefs has fatally prefcribed in dropfies 
' without any refle€lion on confequences? Every one. verfed 
in anatomy and pathology, with the difeafed ftate of the vif- - 
cera of hydropics, muft perceive the total impoffibility of that 
~ acrid poifon being beneficial ; on the contrary, dangerous. 


pain, 


‘ x 
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pain, may be ufed, if their weight do not pro- 
duce uneafy fenfations. ; 


| No. 28. R.. Farine fem lini. 
-- fol. cicutz a4 Ziij. lactis q. s. coque 


ad cataplafma, 


Or 
7 
R.. Farine herbarum precedentium 3vj. 
Aquz vegetomineralis q. s. coquantur ad 
cataplafma. 


When large mafles of the tumor become 
ereen, livid, and fphacelate, they fhould be 
removed gently, by holding the difeafed parts 
with a pair of forceps, and feparating them 
from their adhefions, fo as never to occafion an 
hemorrhage. The fphacelated portions being 
removed as often as neceflary, prevents the 
unfortunate patient from breathing in that me- 
phitic air, which is frequently the caufe of an 
hectic fever. Concentrated nitrous acid imme- 
diately ftops the bleeding in the arteries of the 
breaft, without ligature. 

The following mucilaginous and antiputre- 
{cent application may be very ufeful to dimi-. 
nifh the putridity: | 
~ No, 29. B,. Camphor Zi. 

Mucilag. gummi arab. [hj. diligenter teren- 
do mifceantur. 

This preparation is likewife ufeful in poul- 
tices of linfeed, as an antifpafmodic and refol- 
vent. 


The 
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The cataplafma ex dauco may be prepared in 
the following manner : ; 
No. 30.. B.. Dauci flavi q. v. fiat rafura, huie adde 
. Decocti faturati.cicute q.s. F. cataplafma. 
Hemorrbages happening in the cancer will 
generally be checked by ityptic applications, 
by compreffion on the artery ; but if the means 
fail, the bleeding may be ftopped by lint, 
formed into {mall comprefles, thoroughly moif- 
tened in ol. terebinth. etheriale, or the acidum 
nitrofum concentratum, with well-adapted ban- 
dage. 
_ In this dreadful ftage of the Govae: the P- 
tient fhould ufe little exercife. 

Frefh pure air thould pafs through the cham- 
ber as often as poffible. oe , 
The vapor of vinegar fhould be diffufed 
through the room, or aromatic herbs fhould 
be burnt, to diminifh the putridity, for the 

purpofe of refpiration. 

-The odoriferous gums, as thus, benzo'num, 
myrrh, 8c., may be rubbed on heated iron. 

The furgeon fhould be careful to avoid the 
reception of any part of the putridity by an 
abrafion of the fkin on his fingers, or by any 
flight fcratch ; for if an abforption fhould be 
the confequence, a putrid malignant fever may 
be produced : this I once experienced. A lit- 


tle olewm camphore rubbed on the fingers isa 
preventive, | : 


After 
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After the ulcers are dreffed according to art, 
a bladder, foftened with oil, may cover tlie 
dreffings. | 


All the parts furrounding the dice? where 
there is no excoriation, fhould be defended 
from the acrimony of the difcharge by any foft 
fimple unguent, oleum ie bho or the oint- 
ments No. 21, 22. | 


‘The internal-treatment of this -flage of the 
diforder fhould be fimilar to the antecedent 
{tage ; the indications fhould be drawn more | 
from the various circumftances arifing, and the 
different conftitutions of the patients, than from 
any fixed regular plan of practice, Diforders— 
are irregular in their attacks; practitioners 
fhould'be difcerning and cautious, and accom- 
modate their practice to individuals, ° 


To corre& the‘putrid acrimony, the follow- 
ing and fimilar prefcriptions have proved ad- 
vantageous : | 


» No. 31. |B. Pulv. cort. Peny 

Cinnab. antimon. ppt. aa zi. M. 

¥. pulvis, dividendus in viij. dofes, quarum 
fumat unam ter de dic in pauxillo fyrupi 
fimplicis, vel aliqua gelatina, fuperbiben- 
do hauftum fequentem. | | 

No. 32. BP» Julep. e camph. 3vj.. . 

 . Degoét. cort. Peruv, 3). 
: Tina. ejufdem ij. F. hauftus. 


It muft be obferved, that the 1 bark and other 
tonics 
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tonics fometimes occafion difficulty ’ in refpira- 
tion, and therefore fhould be cautiouily pre- 
fcribed, or rather omitted. | 


In this flage of the diforder, if the palliative 
treatment be thought neceflary, or great pain 
fhould indicate the abfolute necefiity of admi-« 
niftering narcotics, opium may be Pete 
No. 33. ‘R. Pulv. opii gr. xv. 

—— camphor. 3fs. fyr. balfam. vel conf, 
cynoibat. q. $s. 

F. pilule, No. xxx. quarum capiat unam, 

- duas vel tres fecundum doloris violentiam. — 


- oe tie following drops may be ufed for the 
fame purpofe : 


No. 34. . Spirit. nitr. dulc. 

Laudan. liquid. 44 7}. M. cujus fumat. gtt. 
xxx. vel Lx. urgente dolore, ex coch., ili. 
aduz hordeate. 

The hemlock has been given for fimilar pur- 
pofes by many practitioners ; whoever expects 
a cure by hemlock will be deceived: but nei- 
ther. the one remedy nor other will give cafe, 
nor produce flupefaction, in many inftances, 
and they commonly caufe coftiveneds. 


On the Treatment of the third or putrid-abforbing 
Stage of the Cancer. 


During the feparating ftage the abforbent 
Som feems, in a certain degree, to be 3 imper- 
H vious ; 


tbe 
vious; but when the difeafed, obftruéted, and — 
putrid parts, which had previoufly formed the 
_ tumor, have feparated, the abforbent veflels 
have fufficient power to receive more of the 
putrid acrimony, and, by communication with 
the whole mafs of blood, a hectic, and fome- 
times a remitting putrid fever, accompanies all 
the other grievous fymptoms. 

In this hopelefs ftlate of the cancer all medi- 
cal endeavors fhould be directed to a palliation 
of fymptoms, in conjunction with all the for- 
mer methods. . 

In vomitings, the faline draught, and con- 
fectio cardiaca, or Hoffman’s anodyne aD 
are ufeful. 

Purgings fhould be checked by the julep.e 
cret. and opiates, or the extraétum ligni Cam- 
pechens. diffolved in aq. cinuam. fimplex. 

Coftivenefs fhould be prevented or removed 
by mild eccoprotics or laxative oily clyfters, 

-Thirft fhould be allayed by innocent drinks, 
aqua bordeata, mint and balm tea, or fuch like 
drinks, | 

_ Acids axe apt to increafe pain. 


The aphthz, or thruth in the mouth, fhould 
be removed by folutions of borax and /yrupus 
MOK Or OM, &c. 

The. ulcerated parts fhould be cleanfed as 

much 


a 
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miuch as poffible by the means already recom- 
mended. , 


On the feirrbus and cancerous Ulcer of the 
Womb. 


There are feveral diforders which arife from 
female inattention, or neglect of taking proper 
remedies, at or near the time of menftruation: 
ceafine ; but the moft grievous and painful of 
all is the {cirrhus or cancer of the uterus, 


Thefe diforders fometimes arife at an ear- 
lier period of life, from injuries in labor, or 
from a coniftitutional cancerous difpofition ; but 
a very extenfive experience fully juftifies me in 
afferting, that they are very unfrequent. 


The diforder may be divided into three ftadia, 
the feirrbus, the ulcerous, and the putrid fepa- 
rating ftage. : aes intel 

The firft is an induration of the womb, or 
fome part of it, with or without tubercula. 
This can only be diftinguifhable by the exami- 
nation of a fkilful man-midwife, who eafily de- 
termines whether the os internum, or mouth of 
the womb, be in a found ftate, indurated, af- 
fected with tudercula, fiflures, or an irregular 
uneven furface, like the edge of a faw. 


This ftage of the difeafe, in its beginning, is 
Ii 2 not 
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not much attended to; the ‘delicacy of the 
female fex frequently prevents inquiry; for 
while great pain is felt, no apprehenfion of dif- 
eafe exifts in the female mind: from a want of 

intelligence, however, all the future’ inexpref- 
fible miferies probably arife. | 

When the difeafe increafes, it 1s accompa- 
nied with acute pains: its fpecies at this period 
is very often not difcovered; and it has been 
frequently treated by phyficians, of no inconfi- 
derable reputation, asa complaint of the intef- 
tines, kidnies, or urinary bladder. 

The commencement of the fcirrhus is the true 
time to attempt the radical cure: afterwards it 
frequently happens that the utmoft fkill in me- 
dicine only extends to a palliation of fymptoms, 
and in fome cafes can fcarcely be obtained by 
any medicine. 

As the tubercula increafe in fize, or as the 
os tince or other parts of the uterus become 
larger and harder, the pains in the back, loins, 
under the os pubis, down the fore part of the 
thighs, increafe, are more frequent, and ex- 
actly fimilar to labor pains, with or without a 
fenfation or bearing down, or protrufion of the 
os internum; and fometimes the uterus, from 
the relexation and elongation of its ligaments, 
abfolutely falls down into the vagina. 

An obftetric examination ‘afcertains imme- 
diately the fource of all thefe fymptoms ; for 

although 
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although the ovaria, or the utcrus itfelf, may 
-be enlarged and indurated many years, yet they 
rarely occafion much pain, unlefs the os inter- 
num, or the part of the uterus immediately con- 
nected with it, be affeéted. This immenfe ex- 
perience confirms. oe 

The treatment of this fcirrhous ftage of the 
- difeafe fhould be exactly fimilar to that recom- 
mended in the fcirrhous breafis, but without 
opiates or narcotics, if the radical cure be at- 
tempted. : ; 

The ulcerous ftage of the cancer of the ute- 
‘rus, or womb, is known by the feetor of the 
fluid difcharged, which has a dark-colored 
-ftain, is exceedingly acrimonious and putrid, 
and frequently excoriates the vagina. 

The patient fuffers the moft excruciating 
tortures in the back, loins, abdomen, region 
of the pubis, and down the anterior part of 
the thighs, in the direction of the femoral ar- 
tery and nerve, exactly like labor pains, with- 
out any profpeét of delivery, and bends for- 
wards; but the tumor often preffing on the 
neck of the wefica urinaria, or on the refum, 
an obftinate obftruction of urine or feces is the 
confequence. The tumor of the uterus taking 
another direction, neither coftivenefs nora ftop- 
page of urine are amoneft the fymptoms, but 
an involuntary difcharge of both: this latter 
cafe is lefs frequent than the former. 
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The difeafe remains in this dreadful ftate for 
one, two, or three years, fhocking to the feel- 
ings of every humane beholder of the fcene, 
but inexpreffibly fo to the truly miferable fuf- 
ferer, who juftly merits our oe com path on 
and affiftance. | 


In this ftage fmall abfce fles forming repedt- 
edly, inflaming, fwelling, and at laft burfting, 
do not a little add to the exquifite tortures. 
After a large difcharge, fome little refpite from 
mifery, but not always, is experienced. 

In the putrid feparating flage, which conti- 
nucs in fome inftances many months, the uterus 
throws off flough after flough of its fubftance 
with dreadful acute pains. The foetor becomes ~ 
horridly putrid, and is diftinguifhable by the 
fmell, to thofe who are accuftomed -to attend 
thefe lamentable cafes, from any. other fpecies 
of putrefaction in the human body. Ulcers 
behind the ears, and of the genital parts, &c., 
have their peculiar fimell, diftinct from other 
ulcers. : Sy 

In this putrid feparating flage the uterus often 
becomes like a honeycomb, if {mall and re- 
peated feparations happen: in other inftances, 
large mafles feparate and are thrown off, till 
{carce any part of the uterus remains. Nau- 
fea, vomitings, coftivenefs, ‘floodings, diar- 
rhoea, retention or an involuntary emiffion of 

urine, 
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urine, and hectic remitting fevers, with innu- 
merable concomitant fymptoms. 


The appearances of fome diffections pof? more 
tem, under my own infpection, have fhewn the 


ftate of the parts after the cruel ravages of the 
difeafe. 3 


A variety of thefe diffections I may here- 
after publith, if likely to benefit fociety. 

The remote caufes are, injuries received from 
dificult or frequent labors, obftructed menfes 
or floodings, habitual obftinate coftivenets, in- 
attention to the ufe of gentle evacuants at the 
termination of the menftrual flux, neglected 
fluor albus, venereal infection unfkilfully treat- 
ed, violent and inordinate paffions, extreme 
erief, &c., accidental lacerations, fcratches, 
and contufions of the os internums: an heredi- 
tary fcrophulous or cancerous difpofition ; alfo 
a neglect of diet; colds, or other inatten- 
tions during the periodical monthly evacua- 
tions ; cold fea bathing, or cold bathing at an 
improper time; or, in fhort, any thing which 
may fuddenly check or iupprefs the sees of 


the menfes. ; 


The beft method of preventing the difeafe 
is to avoid, as much as poffible, the above-men- 
tioned remote caufes. 


The proximate or immediate caufes are, an im- 
peded fluggith circulation of the blood in the 
6 lower 
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iower parts of the abdomen, congeftions in its 
vifcera, obftructions in the arterial, venal, and 
lymphatic veffels, but moftly and principally 
diftention, induration, excoriations or fcratches 
an the mouth of the uterus. The body of the 
uterus, or its appendices, being much {welled 
or indurated, do not occafion exquifite pain ; 
except in proportion as they prefs on the 
other vifcera, or force other parts, in fome 
meafure, from their true fituation, The {cir- 
rhus or ulceration that begins in the os uteri is 
what is fo exquifitely painful and dangerous, 
Whether this part of the uterus be difeafed.is 
eafily difcoverable by an obfletric examination; 
therefore I have always confidered. phyficians 
defective in knowledge when they have not 
practifed midwifery; for without fuch advan- 
tage it 1s not eafy to comprehend this malady. 

The congeftions, or irritating fluids, in the 
fubftance of the os tince, or extraneous bodies 
within the uterus, ftimulating the uterus to 
contraction, make violent efforts to exclude 
the irritating caufes: thusthe pains are exactly 
fimilar to ftrong labor, by which they aredif- 
tinguifhed from ail other pains in the abdomi- 
nal, lumbar regions, or pelvis, by kilful prac- 
titioners. 


The 


i: or 


Tbe ee of the Scirrbus or cancerous Ulcer 
of the Womb. 


The diforder, when recent, has been fome- 
times cured by the alterative methods I in- 
vented; in other inftances the cancer has in- 
creafed and proved fatal. When the -cancer 
is advanced, with exquifite pains and ulcera- 
tions, it is rarely curable; and even, in fome 
inftances, the painful fymptoms can fcarcely be 
palliated by narcotics. As fome very defperate 
cafes have been cured by alteratives, though 
by far the greater number have ended fatally, 
yet it is juftifiable to perfevere in the attempt, 
on rational principles, before we refien the pa- 
tient to opium and a miferable death. The 
phyfician fhould apprife the friends of the dan- 
ger: to his brethren of the faculty he fhould 
explain the anatomical and pathological reafons 
of the improbability of a cure happening. 
Every thing fhould be attempted, nothing pro- 
mifed; by which means the art of phyfic will 
not be accufed of uncertainty, delufion, or ig- 
norance. aA 


The Attempts to Cure the Scirrbus or Cancer of 
‘the Womb. | 


I have feen various methods of cure tried, 
particularly vi hemlock, nightfrade, benbane, 
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mercury alone, bleedings, neutral falts, low dict, — 
&c., but always unfuccefsfully. | 

As to narcotics, as hemlock, opium, and the 
poifons, whoever reflects on the ftructure, fitua- 
tion, and ufes of the uterus, the natural ‘hard- 
nefs of its fubftance, the minutenefs and tor- 
tuous progrefs of its arteries, veins, lympha- 
tics, &c., will eafily con¢eive the improbabi- 
lity of whatever diminifhes arterial action be- 
ing able to penetrate and remove congeftions 
or ftagnations in this organ of generation: on 
the contrary, opium, hemlock, &c., feem more 
capable of fixing the difeafe. | 

From which confideration I was -induced 
to attempt a more rational plan of cure, by 
uniting the fulphureous antimonials with the 
preparations of hydrargyrus. In all the cafes 
I. have. been confulted, I have never yet feen 
patients cured by any other methods; but 
by mineral alteratives, given in very {mall 
dofes, and repeated now and then, an unfortu- 
“nate victim to this. horrid difeafe has been. 
{natched from death, and pofitively cured, | | 

The remedies I have ufed are, 

Cinnabar antimonii. 

———-r— factitium, which are nearly the 
fame. 

ZEthiops mineralis. 

————-— antimonialis, 

Hydrargyrus and antimonial fulphurs. 

Sulphug 
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Sulphur antimonii precipit. cum aquila alba. 

Kermes mineralis. 

Nitrum purifimum. 

Merce. dulc. xij. cies fub. & lotus cum fulph. 
aurat. ant. long rubbed together. 

Camphora. — | 

Neutral falts. 

Antimonialia. 

-Tartarum emeticum cum mierc. canal fub., 
to the fixteenth part of a grain, diffolved. 

Turp. mineral. cum Kerm. mineral. “t 


The modes in which fuch remedies have been 
applied are, to prefcribe very {mall dofes, and 
- drink after each fome folution of camphor and 
nitre, &c. In fhort, the general plan will be 
feen in the extraordinary cafe and cure given in 
the letter on medical vanity. 


The remedies are likewife explained in the 
foregoing part, which treats of the cancers of 
the breafts; but will hereafter be augmented 
with a view of the principles on which they 
have been prefcribed, in a treatife on the ufe 
of metallic alteratives in chronic difeafes, &c. 
In this work will be given formule of all the . 
prefcriptions I have ever ufed of the mineral 
alterative clafs *. 


Fi 
* Many may be feen in the Treatife on ulcerated Legs and 
Impurities of the Blood; more in the Treatife on nervous, 
mental, and convulfive Difeafes, &c. 
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It is abfolutely neceflary to remark, that the 
- alteratives, in very fmall dofes, fhould be given 
at exact diftances, that the one dofe fhould fuc- 
ceed another: they muft likewife be continued 
many months. ‘The action of thefe. remedies, 
whether by changing and liquifying the con- 
eefted matter, or by rendering the impervious 
veflels open in the ¢ela cellulofa, and its mi-- 
nuteft cells, are inquiries which have much oc- 
cupied my attention; ‘the refult will hereafter 
be communicated. | 


On palliating tbe Symptoms. 


The powder, compofed of Atthiops and ni- 
tre, or cinndbar and nitre, already given, is 
frequently ufeful in diminifhing the dreadful 
fymptoms, and correcting the prevailing acri- 
wrigiiy, 82219 wig 

Anodyne and detergent injeétions, to miti- 
gate pain and deterge the vagina and the ulcers 
inthe os tince, oleapinous clyfters, with opiates, 
act as emollients and anodynes, their effect is 
eafily conceived by confidering the proximity 
of the uterus to the reftum. 


The whole vagina fhould be frequently moif- 
tened with o/. camphor. to prevent the acrid’ 
matter corroding the part. 

Where neither-eafe nor fleep can be acquired 
without opium, that remedy may be called into. 

internal 
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internal ufe; but it doés not ¢ correfpond with 
any attempt at t the radical cure. 


Me 
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The fevers attendant on the cancerous ulcer 
of the uterus are ofthe hectic kind, and com- 
‘monly arife from the violence of the-pain, or - 
an abforption of putrid matter: they wafte the 
body, prevent nutrition, flufh the face after 
meals, occafion heat, thirft, and quicken the 
puilfe, caufe colliquative {weats, lofs of fleep, &c. 

The antiphlogiftic regimen and remedies, as 
the common faline’ or volatile faline draught, 
fal diureticus, /piritus Mindereri, mitre, accord- 
ing to the f{pecies of fever; and, in nervous: 
fevinbllice , camphor, caftor, valerian ; or, to 
the pallid and more torpid habits; the gums, 
as aflafoctida, fawapenum, myrrh, &c., may be 
proper, as auxiliaries. : 

The fymptomatic fever, however, arifing 
from abforption of the cancerous acfimony, 
can only be palliated, unlefs the caufes could . 
_ be removed ; but this is generally impracti- 
cable. 


Bark and all antifeptics commonly increafe 
pain in the cancerous ulcer of the uterus. 
Oleaginous medicines, with camphor and gum » 
atabic, fometimes, obtund acrimony, and eafe 
pains, &c,; but to anfwer more important 

| ee - purpofes, 
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purpofes, they may be united by means of al- 
- Kalinie falts with aqueous fluids, to which may 
be added nitre, neutral falts, according to the 
nature of the cafe and circumftances. 


Supprefion of Urine. 
-. This may arife from the relaxation of the 
ligaments of the uterus, by which it falls lower 
down in the pelvis and vagina; this prefling on 
the meatus urinarius, fuppreffes the urine. 


_ The enlargement and {cirrhus of the uterus 
may likewife, without any relaxation of the li- 
.gaments, produce the fame effect. 


Hydatides, or other fubftances within the ute- 
rus, prefling towards the os timce to be eva- 
cuated, frequently fupprefs the urine, and ex- 
cite terrible pains, equal to the ftrongeft labor. 


In the relaxation of the ligaments of the 
uterus, without {cirrhus or tumor, even in the 
early months of pregnancy, the cortex and to- 
nics, with a dry. diet, are neceffary. 


In all thefe cafes the urine, if expedient, 
“mutt be evacuated by means of a catheter. 


If there be difficulty in paffing the catheter 
in the ufual mode, which I have frequently ob- 
ferved under the foregoing circumftances, it 
have been obliged to put the patient in a pof- 
ture fimilar to that adopted in the reduétion of 
the hernia; the head placed on a pillow on the 
floor, 
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floor, and the legs on the bed; by which the 


thoracical and abdominal vifcera are drawn up- 
wards, and by preffing the uterus out of the 
direction of the urethra the urine has cay: 
flowed. 


No medicines can remove thefe caules ; to. 


prefcribe would be futile, : 


| Coftivenefs. | 
This’ fhould be treated by caftor oil, gentle 


eccoprotics, infufion of fenna, tartarum folubile, 
oleaginous purgatives ; but if arifing from the 
_preffure of the uterus, clyfters of oil and pur- 
ging remedies are to be injected in the pofition 
recommended, in patling the catheter, or the 
pipe cannot be always introduced. 


Naufea and Vomiting. 4 


This being fymptomatic, and arifing from: 
the fenfibility of the uterus, and its connec-,_ 


tion with the branches of the nerve called par 


vagum, &c.,°can only be. palliated by magnefa, 


ufia and pulv. rbet, tintlura fenne, volatile fa- 
line draughts, and abftinence from liquids. 
Purgings. 


‘In the latter ftages of the cancer of the 
womb, purgings are troublefome: they com- 


monly arife from putrid caufes, when the ute~ 
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rus has been ulcerated, and, has. floughed away: 
by {mall portions or in matter. — - 


This evacuation is rarely checked putéee 
increafing other evils; but the extraétum ligni 
Campechenfis in cinnamon water, julep. e ereta, 
the pulvis terra Fapon., and all the milder aftrin- 
gents, may be ufeful. 


= 


Putrid. Difcharge. 


This difcharge, which is exceedingly foetid, 
cannot be reftrained nor corrected. The-only 
thing art can accomplifh is to defend the va- 
gina from its corroding acrimony and excoria- 
ting qualities, | 

Soft unguents, camphorated oil, liniments of 
litharg. aur. acetum and oil, have been ufed 
with fuccefs. 


Violent Pains. 


“Tf arifing from the os ixternum being fiimu- 
lated by hydatids, or any extraneous fubftance 
in the uterus, they cannot be diminifhed until 
the irritating caufle be evacuated. Pain, in 
this cafe, though a cruel evil, is.the only re- 
medy to relieve the patient. I have been 
averfe to check the pain under thele circum- 
fances, (which, are fometimes afcertained by an 
abfetric examination), becaufe obtunding the 
pain by opium prolongs the evil. 
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If no flooding attends, the pulvis e myrrh. t., 
or fimilar remedies, may be given. 

Thefe pains have lafted, in fome inftances, 
many months, the utervs repeatedly throwing 
off hydatids, or mafles of coagulated blood 
mixed with true coagulable lymph; after which 
the patient has recovered : but the fooner the 
maffes are difcharged, the greater the probabi- 
lity of a cure. The uterus, after long-conti- 
nued pain, has fuffered fuch great injury as, in 
the end, to ulcerate and end fatally. | 


Floodings. | : 


Floodings are no uncommon fymptoms of 
uterine fcirrhofities or cancer: they fometimes 
procure the patient a little refpite from pain, 
and future eafe; their caufe, however, fhould 
be afcertained, whether merely from a relaxa- 
tion of the uterine veffels, or from fome mafs 


which the efforts of the uterus would remove. 


In the former cafe, gentle bracers may be ex- 
pedient ; in the latter, nothing but the remo- 
val of the irritating caufe will avail. 


Hiccups. 


' This fymptom is the forerunner of great 
danger, and arifes, if the leat dangerous, from 
flatus in the ftomach irritating the diaphragm 3 
if more ferious, from the extrication of fixed 


> 
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air in the, commencing gangrene, or putrefac-_ 
tion of the abdominal vifcera or parts contigu- 


ous to the uterus, as the bladder, rectum, or 
the uterus itfelf. | he 


‘The former requires gentle carminative ecco- 
protics, agua calcis, magnefia alba ufta, to di- 
rect the flatus downwards, as in hyfteric cafes*; 
in the latter nothing fucceeds, and all medicine 
can attempt is to give: carminatives and car- 
diacs. 


Comatofe Symptoms, 


If not produced by narcotics, are the imme- 
diate forerunners of the patient’s diffolution. 


The palliative plans, to alleviate fymptoms, 
are only to be confidered general, their fpecific 
and individual application is to depend on the 
{kill of the prefcriber. They are collected from 
my own long obfervation, and are the language 
of experience ; but a confideration of all con- 
tra-indications is earneftly recommended. 


~ 


A preparation of the terra ponderofa has been 


lately extolled as an excellent remedy for can- 
-cerous and fcrophulous fwellings. I fhall try 


its effects, and fhall-be happy if it fhould fuc- 
ceed better than the plan I have recommended. 


* See hyfteric complaints in my Treatife on female and 
nervous Difeafes, Convulfions, Apoplexy, Palfy, &c. 
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On Pretenders to Secrets in the Cure of Can- 
cers, €Pe. a 

Pretenders to cure the cancer have appeared 
in every age: they {warm to all great cities, or 
generate in fucceflion ; for no fooner does one 
pretender difappear, than another fupplies his 
place with the introduction of fome furprifing fe- 
cret and myfterious novelty. Three fpecies of 
pretenders may be obferved. ‘The firft are arch, 
daring intruders, capable of all forts of tricks 
and deception, who, perceiving fome predeceffor 
in iniquity has acquired pecuniary advantages 
from lavifh and unfkilful promifes, which coft 
nothing but the facrifice of integrity and honef- 
ty, boldly purfue a fimilar line of atrocious con- 
duct: they always find weak credulous people on 
whom they can impofe and raife contributions 
withimpunity. A fecond fort are thofe who, ha- 
ving feen a few milky or other accidental dif- 
orders of the breafts cured, while fome parti- 
cular applications or remedies were ufed, con- 
clude the fuccefs owing to the medicines laft 
prefcribed ; in which, for want of true reafon- 
ing, they are often deceived. From the cure 
of cafes, quite diffiimilar to cancerous com- 
plaints, have fome practitioners erected them- 
. felves into a great, though temporary, reputa- 
tion for curing cancers. Firft they have de- 
1 gs ceived 
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ceived themfelves, through not knowing the dif- 
ferences or ftages of difeafes with precifion :. 
then they zealoufly obtrude their chimerical 
notions on others; fometimes indeed defign- 
edly ;. in other. inftances through error or infa- 
tuation. The third fpecies of deluders. are 
quite different from the former.two: thefe are 
good intentioned perfons, who have great and 
implicit faith in their own crude conceits, or in 
fome family noftrum ; for a plafter, poultices; 
or diet drink, of fecret compofition, according 
to thefe believers, infallibly cure the cancer. 
Milky breafts, or contufions, perhaps, have 
amended while the noftrum was applied : hence 
great encomiums on many inefhicacious and ufe- 
lefs medicines; hence a variety of fuperftitious 
remedies for the cancer. Thefe people, not 
knowing the power of remedies, nor the obfti- 
nate refifting nature of cancers, differences of 
tumors in the breafts, nor whether they be 
truly cancerous or not, confidently and errone- 
oufly proclaim cures that were never performed, 
introduce infignificant or injurious compofi- 
tions, and prevent the moft rational rules in 
the art from being adopted: thus patients fall 
victims to their awn unthinking credulity ; 
thus the only time in which judicious medicine 
might prove beneficial is unfortunately loft in 
fuperflitious expectation, or blind error. 


/ 
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The hiftory of, medicine abounds with m- 
ftances of various deceptions of pretenders to 
the cure of cancers by fecret methods. Though~ 
the very appearance of myftery ought to awa- 
ken fulpicion, though the boldnefs of the de- 
luders, the rafhnefs of their boaftings, their 
interetted views, their complaints of being per- . 
fecuted by the regular faculty, or their confi- 
dent affertions that fome eminent man or other 
has offered a large fum for their fecret or nof- 
trum, fhould induce mankind to be on their 
guard, yet cancerous patients, otherwife with 
good underftandings, become the moft egre- 
gious dupes to the various fnares and artifices 
of low cunning and unfkilfulnefs. | 


Other patients apply to thefe pretenders, who | 
have fome little hardnefs or fwelling in the 
breaft, from cold, accident, or other caufe : if 
a cafe or two of this fort’ be cured, they are 
magnified into the name of terrible cancers 3 
the exaggerated circumftances are publifhed by 
every ftratagem artifice can fuggeft; perfons 
laboring under real cancerous complaints are 
ferrited out, the hiftory related, the perfon 
fuppofed to be cured produced, the appearance 
of fomething like a faét has aie and the 
delufion fucceeds., 


If any medical man of ftriét honor and 


learning: in the profeffion fhould examine the 
fubject 
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fubje&t with candor, difcover the deception, 
and pronounce a report ftriétly conformable to’ 
truth, it has little weight ; for when,truth does 
not flatter unreafonable expectations, it 1s coolly 
received. In cancerous cafes, patients, and of- 
ten their relations, eagerly embrace, and vehe- 
mently proteét, thofe who deceive them moft; 
the reafon of which is obvious. 


_Phyficians or furgeons of probity, on being 
confulted in cancerous cafes, well knowing the 
dificulty the art has to furmount in curing 
fome, and the abfolute impoffibility of curing — 
others, are cautious in promifing : an honeft, 
fkilful, and experienced man cannot promife 
fuceefs in thefe cafes. The obfervations of the 
moft learned practitioners for above two thou- 
fand years, the obfervations and communica- 
tions of cotemporaries, and his own practice, 
if extenfive, obliges him, as a man deferving 
the public confidence, to declare honorably his . 
fentiments, and what he has treafured up. by 
repeated experience; the unpleafing truth being 
delivered, it may not be fo favorable as the pa- 
tient or affectionate friends expect. To a hu- 
mane practitioner nothing can be more un- 
erateful to the feelings than to pronounce a 
forefight of painful future evils, and the im- 
poffibility of averting them; but no juft nor 
fenfible man will, for the fake of a temporary 
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prefent advantage, rifk his future reputation by 
acting with duplicity or falfehood. 
It is a great happinefs to even palliate and 
mitigate evils when no radical cure can ratio- 
nally be expected: this judicious medicine 


may effect many years, even in feveral cance- 
rous difeafes. 


The afcendancy which pretenders to the cure 
of the cancer acquire is obtained by two means 
— dependent on the patient’s hope and fear. 
The cautious promifes of the regular pratti- 
tioners, and the prudent referve they com- 
monly obferve, do not give that comfort nor 
happinefs which the confident and rath boaft- 
ings of empiricifm infpire. The man who 
pretends to a fecret has every advantage — peo- 
ple love the marvellous, and believe moft what 
they underftand leaft. He promifes a cure _ 
boldly, leads the patient by artifices into an 
entire faith in his flattering pretenfions, ufes me- 
~‘naces or foothing according to circumftances : 
fometimes he will alarm the patient with a 
threat to relinquifh his attendanee if fhe dares 
to fhew the ftate of the breaft, remove his dref- 
fings, or confult any other perfon; at others 
he will be all obfequioufnefs, humanity, gen- 
tlenefs, and daily affirm the cafe is cetting bet- 
_ ter, even to the laft moment of the patient’s 
life. If any untoward fymptoms appear, he 
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will affume a grave face, and attribute it to 
fome irregularity in the patient, the winds, or 
weather: if the fymptoms are mitigated, then 
his, fecret. remedies are lavithly praifed, as pro- 
ducing thefe temporary good effects. In this 
manner, exciting alternately hope and fear, 
preventing the patient from confulting men of 
charaéter by various ftratagems and deep-laid 
artifices, have I feen feveral valuable lives fa- 
crificed at the fhrine of ignorance, impudence, 
and impofture. | | 7 
Neither reafoning nor medical fkill, however 
cultivated, neither probity nor the moft excel: 
lent advice, neither detection nor expofure of 
the delufion, will avail: the infatuation of an 
expected cure, and the lying reports of the dif- 
eafe being daily better, operate againft all ‘re- 
flection, reafon, or common fenfe: every exe 
preffion of doubt is confidered envious and ini- 
mical: to the operator; every propofal to exa- 
mine the cafe is oppofed by the artifices of the 
deluder; every flattering falfehood is received 
with eagernefs and rapture. Nothing but the 
lingering and miferable death of the unfortu- 
nate patient can convince the friends of their 
error: it is then, and then only, that affec- 
tionate relations difcover themfelves to have, 
been acceflary to the deftruction of a deceafed 
friends it is then they perceive that their ill- 
timed, 


ee 

timed, though well - intentioned, officioufnefs 
has been productive of inexpreffible calamity. 

This defcription of the arts of feduction, 
practifed by pretenders to the cure of cancers, 
and the eafy, unthinking confidence of the {e- 
duced, are founded in a number of faéts which 
have fallen under my own immediate obferva- 
tion in a full praétice of‘ thirty years; they 
likewife correfpond exaétly with the obferva- 
tions of many other practitioners in the medical 
profeffion, both ancient and modern. | 


The detection of ignorance, or artful pre- 
tenfions to the cure of cancerous difeafes by /e- 
erets, is not difficult to thofe who are perfectly 
acquainted with the prefent improved ftate of 


medical fcience. Impoftors can only pafs for 


men of fkill amongft perfons of no learning or 
experience in the att of medicine. If the fol- 


- lowing or fimilar interrogatories were propofed 


to the daring intruders of deception, their an- 
fwers would at once detect their fkill: their 
filence, or a predetermination not to open any 
part of the intended operations of their aflumed 


_difcoveries, or, in fhort, any appearance of 


myftery, ought to awaken fufpicion, and fuf- 
picion would prevent delufion. | 

1. What is the definition of a cancer, either 
occult or manifeft, as they have been called ? 


2, At what periods of life do cancers appear, 
L, and 
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and t in ufat confifts the difference between the 
tumors arifing from inflammation, milk, blows, 
cancerous difpofition, &c. ? 


3. What is the anatomical ftructure of the 
_breafts, and, according to various caufes and 
fymptoms, what part of the ftru€ture of the 
breaft is difeafed ? 

4, Whether the cafe be curable, doubtful, 
tedious, or incurable, with the anatomical, phy- 
fiological, or experimental reafons from paft 
obfervation ? | . | 

5. On what grounds or principles is the cafe 
curable, by refolution, fuppuration, removal 
of tumor, ulcer, &c.? 


6. Are all the parts fo deeply affected as to 
preclude all hopes of refolution or not ? 


7. What are the confequences if the tumor 
be‘not refolvable ? 


8. Is the diforder likely to remain in the 
fame. ftate for years, or is there a probability of 
tumor or tumors, ulcer or ulcers, increafing? 


g- Whether the tumor is likely to enlarge 
from fluids being brought by the arteries, and 
nat abforbed ‘or returned by the fanguifcrous 
veins, lymphatics, &c., or from what other 
rational caufes?, 


10. Whether the tumor is likely to become 
ulcerous foon, or at fome diftant period, and 
3 whether 
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whether it will be mild, or very corrofive, ie 
tid, and deftructive to the parts ? 


11. Whether, according to the common re-- 
ceived principles of furgery, and the obferva- 
tions of honeft writers, ancient and modern, 
the {welling or difeafed parts fhould be cut 
‘out, and what are the probable confequences ? 


12. What are the principal objections to 
operating on the breafts, and by what {cientific 
means can it be difcovered that the cancerous 
acrimony has contaminated the fluids or gfan- 
dular ftructure in other parts of the body ? 


, 13. Whether, amidft the many fymptoms 
which accompany cancerous complaints, a com- 
plete fkill in the fcience and ufe of medicine is 
not neceflary ; and whether the internal treat- 
ment of hectic fever, nervous affections, vo- 
mutings, purgings, colliquative perfpirations, 
and ‘a variety of other fymptoms, fhould be, 
attempted by any perfon ignorant or but little 
acquainted with difeafes, the power of medi- 
cines, &cc., wherein the moft confummate {kill 
is required ? ee 

14. Is it rational to fuppofe that any external 
applications can remedy the evils attendant on 
cancerous cafes, when it is plain the difeafe is 
not local, but diffufed frequently through the 
whole lymphatic fyftem ; and whether in fych 
cafes a {kilful phyfician is not neceflary, not 
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only to judge of the probable confequences of 
external applications, whether deterfive, repel- 
lent, emollient, fuppurative, cauftic, &c., but 
likewife to direct judicioufly the internal treat- 
ment ? 


16. Whether it be not impoflible for any phy- 
fician of probity to determine on the operation 
of fecrets, but by their falutary or injurious 
effects ; in which latter cafe is it not often too 
late to remedy the mifchief by the moft ‘fkilful 
advice ? 

To what purpofe, it might be afked, have 
thefe obje€tions been advanced againft cut- 
ting out the fcirrhus or hardnefs ; to the appli- 
cation of arfenical and other cauftics to draw 
out the core, as it is vulgarly called; and to 
the fallacious pretentions of fecret remedies ? 
The anfwer is, to prevent, if poffible, future 
mifchief, future delufion. | 


An examination of the hofpital practice in Lon- 
don, Paris, Lyons, Rome, Venice, Germany, &c., 
have furnifhed -me with the moft indifputable 
facts of the cruelty and often inutility of cut- 
ting out the fcirrhus. In London I have been 
confulted in many hundred cafes. There has 
been no furgeon of eminence for thefe laft thirty 
years in this metropolis whofe operations on the 
breaft, in the true cancer, have not, to my own 
knowledge, failed. In fome few inftancés the 

diforder, 
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diforder, for a few months, or a year or two, 
has lain dormant, then it 1as broken out with 
redoubled violence; ulcerations and deftruc- 
tions of parts have fucceeded each other until 
the whole fide of the thorax has become one 
continued, though uneven, fetid, corrofive ul- 
cer; the corrofion of the cancer has deftroyed 
all the fofter parts, and in fome inftances the 
ribs themfelves haye beer laid bare ; hectic fe- 
ver, vomitings, purging, from abforption and 
breathing in putrid exhalations, excruciating 
tortures long continued, until the exhaufted 
patient, finking under ftch a complicated train’ 
of mifery, becomes fleepy, and expires. Sur- 
geons, who have unfuccefsfally operated, are 
feldom confulted when the difeafe returns; 
therefore often think the cure is compleaicd, 
though it relapfes. 

This has happened inyounger and older fub- 
jects, where the operatic | has been performed, 
or cauftic matter appliel, in cafes that feemed - 
favorable for the knife, in others unfavorable :, 
fuch is the doubtfulneé of the operation. If 
examples were neceflary, I could produce feve- 
ral that muft ftrike the moft obdurate heart 
with horror, and convince furgeons how cau- 
tioufly they fhould undertake the amputation of 
the fcirrhus or cancerois breaft, left. they add 
to human mifery, .what might, by a milder 
treatment, be avoided, 
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As to hemlock curing the cancer, I deny. it 
from the moft pofitive proofs, and from the 
trueft intelligence I could obtain at Vienne and 
moft other hofpitals n Europe. 

From all which I infer, that cancerous coms 
plants, happening after the ceffation of the 
‘menfes, unlefs recent and judicioufly treated 
with alteratives and neutral faline remedies, are 
very doubtful of cue, and often degenerate 

, into the manifeft cancerous ulcer. 

The firf flage of the diforder, in which the 
veffels are only diftenced, is fometimes curable, 
but not always. 

The fecond flage, in which the fanguiferous 
veffels and lymphatics are affected, the cure is 
more tedious and dificult, if even ‘curable ; 
but by proper. management the diforder may 
be prevented fometimts from increafing. 


The third flage, in which the fanguiferous 
veflels, lymphatics, lctiferous tubes, and the 
oleaginous particles ol adeps are coagulated in 
the cells of the cellula ftructure of the breaft, 
and have become one confufed hard mafs, na 
cure by refolution, cutting, or cauftic, can be 
rationally expected ; fbr though fymptoms are 
frequently mitigated, yet this flage always ter- 
minates in death. 

The fourth flage, in ore the third ftage 
breaks forth into an au cancerous ulcer, in 
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fome cafes, by fkilful management, the patient 
may live many years; but they are oftener des 
firoyed by rafhnefs and violent remedies: it 
ee inftances no art whatever avails, and the 

“2r continually increafing, the patient mof, 
3 Beets dies either in extreme hot or cold 
weather. 


On reflecting on the whole of the circum- ; 
flances attending tumors of the breaft, whether 
cancerous or not, the fubfequent advice is the 
refult. 


1. In all tumors of the bréaft, if a long. 
continued courfe of mineral alteratives for a 
year or two, and the external applications al- 
ready recommended, fhould not avail, it is bett 
to remain quiet, obferving a proper regimen, 
and occafionally taking fome neutral falts, gen- 
tie laxatives, &c. By thefe means the cance- 
rous complaint has been tolerable many years 5 
on the contrary, when the diforder has been 
difturbed by the impatience of the patient or 
friends, the fymptoms have éacreafed rapidly, 
and ended fatally. : 

ir. All operations, except in very urgent 
eafes, fhould be avoided. : , 

ut. In thé ulcerated ftage it is always moft 
judicious to ufe the mildeft applications, and 
-obferve great cleanlinefs. This often requires 
the ékilful management of the furgeon. I have 
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_ known inftances of perfons living many years — 
with cancerous ulcers, when treated mildly; — 


but I have never feen an inftance wherein vio 
lent methods were adopted that the difeafe did 


not rapidly increafe, and foon terminate in pe 


deftruction of the patient. | & 


I have here communicated, without referve, 
the refult of much reflection and anatomical 


inquiry, and have delivered conclufions from a 
multitude. of faéts and long experience in prac- 


tice. It were to be withed that the hiftery of 
the cancerous. tumors or ulcers were more fa- 
vorable; but it is neceflary to deliver the pofi- 


tiye truth, efpecially in cafes wherein there has* 


appeared fo much impofition and delufion. _ It 
is hoped that. other practitioners will avail 


themfelves, as fome have, of thefe and former 
hints, and improve 'the treatment. A confei- 
oufnefs alone of performing the duties of the 


profefiion, in wrefting cancerous patients from 
the hands of cruel and fuperficial empirics, can 
alone induce regular practitioners to feauloufly 
attend thefe deplorable difeafes, and affard thofe 


comforts which icience and reafon may recome.. 


mend. 


THE END? 
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